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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rijavec. 

Re claims 20-21, Rijavec discloses (column 3, lines 36-59; 
column 5, lines 16-67) a printer calibration system in which a 
first calibration function is provided by a host device 102 and 
a second calibration function is generated in the printer (note 
that the printer calibration is described as "implemented in the 
printers 110-116 as well", indicating a calibration in addition 
to the calibration provided by host 102) . The first and second 
calibration functions are stored (the memory referenced at 
column 3, lines 55-59 and the "printer 112 may include one or 
more arbitrary transfer functions" calibration functions 
referenced at column 6, lines 3-5, respectively) . 
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Re claims 20 & 23, Rijavec does not disclose the selective 
use of calibration functions, or in particular the selection of 
calibration functions that are more or less accurate than 
others. The selection of a more accurate first calibration 
function (obtained a computer) and a less accurate second 
calibration function (generated within the printer) in order to 
allow the more extensive calculations required for greater 
accuracy to be performed by a device better adapted for 
intensive computation (a general -purpose computer as opposed to 
a printer control unit) or to allow the less extensive 
calculations to be used instead when a user values speed over 
quality would be an expedient obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art . 

Re claim 21, these calibration functions are disclosed 
(column 5, lines 18-22) as being generated in response to a 
change in printer condition caused by age, temperature, 
humidity, etc. 

Re claim 22, Rijavec discloses (Abstract lines 15-17; 
Figure 7) the printing and scanning of reference patches in 
order to obtain calibration information. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
3. Claims 1-8, 10-19, & 24 are allowed. 
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4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

Re claims 1-2, 7, 10-11, 17-19, & 24 (and dependent claims 
3-6, 8, & 12-16), the art of record does not teach or suggest 
the recited arrangement or comparing the values of a calibration 
function downloaded from a host device and a calibration 
function generated at a predetermined timing and performing a 
selective notification or calibration operation based on the 
result of the comparison. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Stephen 
M. Brinich at 703-305-4390. The examiner can normally be 
reached on weekdays 7:00-4:30, alternate Fridays off. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Tech 
Center 2600 Customer Service center at 703-306-0377. 

If attempts to contact the examiner and the Customer 
Service Center are unsuccessful, supervisor David Moore can be 
contacted at 703-308-7452. 

Faxes pertaining to this application should be directed to 
the Tech Center 2600 official fax number, which is 703-872-9306. 
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Hand-carried or courier-delivered correspondence pertaining 
to this application should be directed to 

US Patent and Trademark Office 
220 South 20 th Street 
Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington VA 22202 

Stepnen M Brinich 

Examiner 
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